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Incremental steps can help peri-urban schools in Benin

become more "WASH-Friendly," such as installing
handwashing stations and emptying latrine pits so that
children can rely on the provided sanitation facilities instead
of resorting to open defecation.

Benin—Galvanizing Schools to Take Action

Over the past few months, WASHplus through
implementing partner ABMS/PSI has stepped up advocacy
for latrine improvement in several public schools. One
school, with a student population of 1,500, had four latrine
blocks that were unusable because they were full. Even
though WASHplus/ABMS and school officials successfully
lobbied the Ministry of Education for a $200 line item for pit
emptying, the urgency of the situation prompted the PTA to
front the money and hire a pit empying service soon
thereafter. The head of the PTA explained that joint

http://us2.campaign-archive2.com/?u=ed50820bda89f8241498bf4db&id=a40dd6850c&e=[UNIQID]

View this email in your browser

February 2016
IN THIS ISSUE
Program Highlights

Benin
Bangladesh
Burkina Faso
Mali

Nepal

Global Partnerships
and Fora

e JumboStove

e PPPHW

e WASH and NTD
webinar

Resource Partners

e LSHTM
o WSSCC
e WaterSHED

New Publications

e Handwashing
Proxy

e Improving
Nutrition
Outcomes

e Market Research
in Clean Cooking

e Voices from
SACOSAN blog

e Sanitation and
Nutrition video

e Consumer
Research
presentation

LATEST UPDATES

Household Drinking
Water

1/5


http://us2.campaign-archive1.com/?u=ed50820bda89f8241498bf4db&id=a40dd6850c&e=[UNIQID]
http://blogs.washplus.org/drinkingwaterupdates/
http://blogs.washplus.org/iaqupdates/

5/10/2016

WASHplus News February 2016

meetings called by WASHplus/ABMS field staff to bring the
group of teachers, the school director, and PTA members to
the actual site of the latrine blocks and expose them to the
extreme contamination “Woke us up.” WASHplus is
supporting development of a sustainable usage and
maintenance plan along with installation of handwashing
facilities and possible additional latrine construction. Read
the full story here.

Bangladesh—Sending Poo to its Final Address
WASHDplus continued pioneering work developing a menu of
small doable actions for the safe disposal of infant feces.
Working with program partners, the project team further
refined doable behaviors for four cohorts of infant and
young children, and worked with designers to develop a set
of job aids to integrate Essential WASH Actions into Feed
the Future nutrition implementing partner work. The
materials all work around the theme “Poo’s Final Address,”
highlighting that whether a child defecates in the courtyard,
potty, or infant wrapper cloth, the poo needs to end up in
the family latrine. This poster provides an overview of the
WASHDplus approach to infant feces disposal along with
examples of small doable actions for several age groups.

Burkina Faso—Using WASH to Break
Transmission Cycles of Neglected Tropical
Diseases

Association Chant de
Femme, WASHplus'’s local
implementing partner in
Burkina Faso, trained local
community-based trainers in
Manni in early January. The
two-day session explained
the rationale of WASH and
neglected tropical diseases (NTDs) integration to community
WASH trainers to empower them to deliver a
comprehensive behavior change intervention with villagers.
Trainers emphasized how hygienic behaviors are linked with
Schistosomiasis, soil-transmitted helminth infections, and
Trachoma, the three NTDs WASHDplus is targeting.
Counseling cards, such as the one above, were used to
showcase positive feasible behaviors and actions that can
break transmission cycles of NTDs. The participants were
also trained to set up school hygiene and radio listener
clubs. The participants reported that this was the first time
a WASH training was designed and directed to tackle specific
diseases and they found this approach valuable because it
should make the rationale for improving behaviors easier to
communicate.
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